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Often the debate about "identity" in Morocco has revolved around the issue of how to conciliate between "modernity" and "tradition", "authenticity" and "contemporeinty", and more broadly between religion and secularism. Whether in the field of culture, history, politics or art, scholars from various and conflicting ideological strands all agree that Morocco is faced with an intrinsic dilemma about how to "choose" between these seemingly opposing alternatives. Yet, the idea of "choice" is somewhat deceiving in the face of a historical, political, and cultural fait-accompli: in present day Morocco, we are confronted with the persistence of social, economic, political, and cultural realities which reflect fundamental ambiguities that are symptomatic of the dilemma of choice. It is exactly this "ambiguous" space that I seek to explore in a book on Moroccan Ambiguities: History, Culture and Politics. While a number of scholars speak about the notion of dilemma, they have not attempted to analyze how this dilemma manifest itself in different spheres of modern Moroccan society. What I call the "ambiguous space" of culture and politics is something that has been undertheorized or simply ignored.
One way of thinking about the notion of "ambiguity" in the field of Moroccan culture (in its broad meaning) and its relationship to the colonial project. For example, the colonization process in Morocco did not necessarily affect religious practices. Attempts at the "christianization" were extremely limited. Islam remained the most fundamental source of religious ideals and political legitimization. However, because of the competitive dimensions of the secular colonial project, new values and symbolic references were introduced not simply through the establishment of new political and cultural institutions, but more fundamentally through the introduction of a new symbolic field of reference and discursive practices and language that are associated with the modern secular state. As an important element of legitimacy, the religious language of Islam remained almost intact at the level of symbolic/cultural referent, yet new values and models of political organization were simultaneously introduced. Islam neither retreated nor became dominant as a discourse for social and political organization. Instead, religion and secular ideals have coexisted in a constantly ambiguous context where neither one can claim "supremacy" over the other. I therefore argue that, through its political system, culture, and history, Morocco is not living in a "dual" space (i.e. adapting modernity to tradition as it is often claimed in official discourse) but in an ambiguous one.
I propose to conduct more research at the Center of Modern Oriental Studies in Berlin during the month of August 2002. My goal during this period will be to write a theoretical chapter of my book, Moroccan Ambiguities. The purpose of my stay at the center is to start thinking about how to conceptualize the notion of ambiguity and relate it to context of modern Morocco. The concept of "ambiguity" was well reflected upon specifically in Arabic literature and linguistics in Morocco, but it has not gone beyond this field. Taking this concept as the theoretical framework for my research, I would like to apply it to the field of culture and politics as a way of exploring the problematical questions of political authority, legitimacy, and citizenship in Morocco. To what extent does ambiguity in Morocco facilitate political control of the state and complicate the establishment of culture of citizenship? 
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