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This volume takes examples from Morocco, Egypt, Palestine, Irag, Syria and Germany to demonstrate
the potential and the limitations of youth research in the Arab world and beyond. The study of young
adults is still underdeveloped as an area of research. Despite growing awareness of its vital significance
since September 11th, not a single comprehensive youth study exists for an Arab country. Current
research is often scattered, partly inaccessible, and to a great extent concentrates on specialized topics.
Itis crucial, not merely for Arab societies, to know more about the attitude of almost two-thirds of the
Arab population to social and political issues.

Apart from one qualitative contribution on young men in Iraq, the volume focuses less on data analysis
than on data collection and methodology in very difficult surroundings. The majority of Arab states
do not allow opinion surveys to be conducted in their countries. Both major international research
centres and individual researchers have had severe problems.
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