National and Communal Interests - Education as a Point of Issue for Hindus, Muslims and Christians on the Eve of India's Independence

The project focuses on educational questions discussed within the ranks of the Indian freedom movement. Particularly during the 1930s, parties, organisations, religious communities and cultural movements realised the importance of an educational system that would promote national development, unity and social change, and which was intended for all sections of society. The project tries to find out to what extent different social groups coupled their perception of national education with the pursuance of particular interests. The public discourse on education among different religious, linguistic and ethnic groups influenced their understanding of belonging to particular communities. 

Muslim Response to the Educational Policy of Provincial Governments in British India (Joachim OESTERHELD) 

Joachim Oesterheld deals with the Muslim response to the educational policy of the governments in the United Provinces, the Central Provinces and in Bihar, as well as with its impact on Hindu-Muslim relations. There was a growing tendency among the Muslim population and their representatives to look at the educational policy of provincial governments as a challenge to their cultural and religious patterns and beliefs, and as finally contributing to partition. 
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Indian Christians and the Issue of Education in the Madras Presidency, 1930-1947 (Heike LIEBAU)

This project examines the relevance of education for the self-perception and re-definition of the political and social status of Indian Christians in the Madras Presidency. Since education was seen as a potential field of Christian activity, Christian organisations were heavily involved in the nation-wide debate on the future of education and used this discourse to further the process of the indigenisation of Christianity in India. 

Education policy and demand for education in the princely state Travancore (1930-1947) (Margret FRENZ)

The research project analyzes the situation in Travancore in the thirties and forties of the 20th century regarding the government's education policy and the people's demand for education. Emphasis is given to the following questions: which kind of education was in demand or patronised respectively, which was the role of education in the policy of the princely state Travancore, which was the position held by missionary educational institutes and which concept of education was prevalent in different groups. After discussing those topics the importance of education for a process of differentation within the society and consequences for the independence movement are to be investigated. 


