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Summary 

This presentation focuses on ethnic identity in Syria (Bilad al-Sham) during early modern period (16th-18th centuries). The main source is a text by Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulusi (d. 1731), a prominent Damascene writer of the 17th and 18th century, which indicates that a sense of Arab ethnic consciousness existed long before the emergence of explicitly political nationalism in the late 19th century. The goal of the paper is to explore the precise meaning of ethnic identity in this period and its implications for our understanding of the roots of modern Arab nationalism.
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