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Roughly 65 per cent of the population of the Indian-administered part of Jammu and Kashmir is Muslim. In contemporary discussions about Kashmir the focus tends to be on violent Islamist movements that are in the forefront of the militant struggle against Indian rule. While the Islamists are undoubtedly a powerful political force, and have a substantial following in Kashmir, it is doubtful if they actually speak for most Kashmiri Muslims. The lecture provides a more nuanced understanding of forms of Islamic expression in contemporary Kashmir, looking at different currents of Islamic thought and practice in the region. 

 

The presentation deals with this complex issue by disaggregating the notion of a singular Kashmiri Muslim identity, looking at the different forms of Islam characteristic of the state’s three major regions: the Kashmir Valley, Jammu and Ladakh. In the Kashmir Valley, Muslims adhere to a range of different understandings of Islam, including popular Sufism, Rishism, traditional Deobandism and moderate as well as extremist Islamism,  besides the minority Shia and Ahmadi traditions. In Jammu, where the Muslim population is considerably more heterogeneous in ethnic terms, the Islamists have a limited presence in some districts, but in others the popular Sufi tradition is far more deeply rooted. In Ladakh there are strong divisions between Shias and Sunnis, and the Islamists enjoy little popular support. 

 

In the course of the presentation Dr. Sikand will provide a general picture of the dynamics of different Islamic movements and groups in Kashmir, and will also look at what implications these have for Muslim identity, inter-community relations and relations with the Indian state.
The lecture will be held in English.
