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Einladung / Aushang 

zum ZMO-Kolloquium World History 
 

Prof. Terence Ranger 
(Emeritus Professor of African History, University of Oxford) 

spricht am Donnerstag, den 26. Mai 2005 zum Thema 
 

Reclaiming the African City:  
the World and the Township 

 
Ort: Zentrum Moderner Orient, Kirchweg 33, 14129 Berlin 

Beginn: 18.00 s.t. 
 
Professor Ranger will begin by reviewing new research projects and publications on the rise of 
cities in Africa in the 21st century. He will show that the new literature insists on the impact of 
globalisation on African cities; at the same time it also insists on the importance of the local, 
stressing a new African commitment to cities as homes and focussing on associational life as an 
index of urban civil society. Finally, the new literature suggests that contemporary African urban 
cultures can only be understood in the context of post-modernity and post-coloniality. As a 
social historian Professor Ranger welcomes these perspectives but will argue that they do not 
apply only to contemporary African urbanisation. They also constitute the best way to analyse 
colonial townships in the 20th century, which have too often been seen regionally rather than 
globally or locally. Colonial towns have also been seen as places of transit rather than of 
community, with no possibility of black urban civil society. Drawing on his research on the 
social history of Bulawayo, Professor Ranger will demonstrate the elements of globality and 
locality in colonial black urban communities. He will focus particularly on associational life. He 
will conclude that an understanding of Africa's 21st century cities and their relation with the 
world has to grow out of historical understanding of 20th century ones.  
 
Terence Ranger is Emeritus Professor of African History in the University of Oxford. He has 
taught at universities in Africa, the United States and Britain. He has published 8 monographs, 
edited some 20 collections and written some 200 chapters and articles. These deal with 
resistance, religion, rural society, identity, landscape etc. He is currently writing a social history 
of the city of Bulawayo. To non-Africanists he is best known for the collection edited with Eric 
Hobsbawm, The Invention of Tradition, CUP, 1983. 
 
The complete programme of the ZMO-lecture series on “World History” can be found at: 
www.zmo.de/veranstaltungen/2005/zmo_kolloquium_2005.html 

 


