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Appearing in the patterns of cowrie-shells or geomantic lay-outs as ‘the Path of Travel’ (taama 
siiloo), or simply ‘the Path’ (siiloo), migration is one of the most recurrent themes in Senegambian 
divinatory praxis today. Reflecting people’s hope to gain access to a better life by venturing far 
beyond the confines of their immediate lifeworld, the importance of the topic of migration in 
contemporary divinatory praxis forces us to reflect on issues such as globalization, mobility, and 
recognition not only from the perspective of state politics but equally from ‘below’, i.e. from the 
perspective of that vast majority of citizens who are practically denied any direct access to the 
benefits of the institutionalised global avenues of economic and political power. At the same time, 
however, it will become clear that the motivations underlying divinatory ritual are not just a reflex 
to being exposed to processes of globalization but must be understood as a complex interplay 
between global dynamics and local patterns of agency and desire. 
 
Knut Graw is associated researcher at the Africa Research Center of the Department of Social 
and Cultural Anthropology, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, where he defended his 
doctoral thesis ‘The Emergence of the Present: A Phenomenological Study of Divination, Time, 
and the Subject in Senegal and Gambia’ (Leuven, 2005). Apart from his West African research on 
divination and related practices (2002-2003), he conducted research on the Islamic tradition of 
dream interpretation in Syria (2000-2001). Both research projects combine a focus on the cultural 
significance of local ritual and hermeneutic traditions with a pronounced interest in globalization 
studies, postcolonial theory, and phenomenological anthropology. 
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