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History was immensely popular in the Ottoman Empire. Read, written, 
and recited across social spheres, it circulated in hundreds and perhaps 
thousands of works. However, as an intellectual field history inhabited 
an ambiguous place, one that we still do not fully understand. This talk 
does not offer a descriptive overview of historical writing in the empire. 
Rather, it explores the ideas that Ottomans brought to the act of writing 
history – what some of their underlying beliefs and assumptions were 
– as well how we as scholars can approach these. I treat the historical 
tradition from its fifteenth century origins through the eighteenth 
century, outlining some of the biggest and most basic gaps in our 
knowledge, including, but not limited to: how Ottomans defined history 
itself and in relation to other fields; how they viewed truth and historical 
knowledge; and how they understood historical causation. I also reflect 
on some of the challenges that an intellectual historian faces in working 
with these questions.
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