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In recent years, an explosion of interest in the 
study of connections, mobilities, and circulations 
has  generated a wide range of spatial approach-
es in Central Eurasian Studies. Designated as 
‘alternative spatializations’ or ‘time-space recon-
figurations’, a new epistemological vocabulary 
aims to re-fashion Central Asia as a fixed geo-
graphic category, ‘peripheral space’, or ‘space 
in-between’ more significant regions such as East 
Asia, Eastern Europe, or the Middle East. In due 
course, translocality has become a momentous, 
cross-cutting research perspective that allows for 
rethinking past and present mobilities, and for re-
flecting the historical and the lived nature of con-
nectivities in, across, and beyond Central Eurasia 
from a non-elitist mobile actor  approach. 
But how does all of this translate into empirical 
practice when it comes to providing thick descrip-
tions of interconnected Muslim societies in Cen-
tral Eurasia and beyond? I want to reflect on this 
question by thinking translocality through the lens 
of material studies. Tracking the ‘translocal life’ of 
religious objects across places in Central Eurasia 
and the Middle East, I argue, offers insights into 

how religious utopia, Islamic lifestyles as well as 
ideas of place circulate across single religious tra-
ditions, national territories, and across temporal-
ities as produced by, for example, postsocialism. 
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Philipps-Universität in Marburg and IGK re:work 
at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. She is a Prin-
cipal Investigator of the Berlin Graduate School 
Muslim Cultures and Societies and co-editor of 
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