
The Zentrum Moderner Orient is dedicated to his­
torical, social and cultural research on the Middle East, 
Africa, Central Asia, South and Southeast Asia.
The central research programme »Muslim Worlds – 
World of Islam? Concepts, Practices and Crises of the 
Global«  (2008–2019) aims at investigating a broad spec­
trum of historical and contemporary dynamics within 
and between predominantly Muslim societies since the 
eighteenth century, and their links with Europe. 
Research is characterised by a combination of inten­
sive archival work and field research based on the 
knowledge of a multitude of regional languages. The 
cooperation of historians, anthropologists, econo­
mists, area and religious studies specialists as well 
as experts from other disciplines transcends the 
standard disciplinal and regional fields of knowledge. 
Beyond that several cooperative projects exist with 
other institutions and the ZMO hosts a number of 
researchers from different international research 
programmes.
In January 1996, the Centre became part of the 
Verein Geisteswissenschaftliche Zentren Berlin 
e.V. (GWZ), whose members include the three Berlin 
Universities and several research institutions. The 
recurrent budget of the Centre is provided by the 
State Government of Berlin, while the research proj­
ects are primarily funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Research. 
The ZMO library is closely linked to the Centre‘s re­
search programme and currently holds approximately 
50,000 volumes and 90 periodicals and serial publica­
tions. The material can be used in the reading room, 
copy facilities are available (see http:// www.zmo.de/
biblio/main.htm for lending conditions).
The Centre invites both German and foreign col­
leagues to discuss their research at a series of public 
lectures every last Thursday in the month. 
Members of the advisory board: Prof Dr Erdmu­
te Alber (University Bayreuth), Prof Dr Martin van 
Bruinessen (University Utrecht), Dr Amory Bur­
chard (Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin) Prof Dr William G. 
Clarence-Smith (SOAS London), Prof Dr Thomas Eich 
(University Hamburg), Prof Dr Henner Fürtig (GIGA 
Hamburg), Ronald Grätz (Institut für Auslandsbezie­
hungen, Stuttgart), Prof Chris Hann (MPI Halle) 
For further information see http://www. zmo.de 

 ZMO Programmatic Texts 
No. 9 ⁄⁄  Katrin Bromber, Paolo Gaibazzi, Franziska Roy, 

Abdoulaye Sounaye, Julian Tadesse: »The possi­
bilities are endless«: progress and the taming of 
contingency (2015)

No 10 ⁄⁄  André Chappatte: Unpacking the concept of 
urban marginality (2015)

 ZMO Working Papers
No. 11 ⁄⁄  Samuli Schielke: There will be blood.
	 Expecting violence in Egypt, 2011-2013 (2014)
No. 12 ⁄⁄  Sonja Hegasy: Boukhari and Shaftari –  

»Memory-confessions« of two Arab perpetrators 
(2014)

No. 13 ⁄⁄  Norman Saadi Nikro: Screening memory: 
violence and trauma in De Gaulle Eid´s Chou Sar? 
(2015)

For more see www.zmo.de/publikationen/index.html
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 Publications of the Centre

ZMO publishes a refereed series entitled Studien, 
which consists of monographs submitted by internal 
and external researchers, as well as edited volumes. 
In addition, fellows publish articles and monographs 
in the relevant international journals and series. The 
online series ZMO Programmatic Texts (http://
www.zmo.de/publikationen/programmatic_texts.html) 
and ZMO Working Papers (http://www.zmo.de/pub­
likationen/working_papers.html) publish conceptual 
articles and discussions within ZMO research pro­
jects. Furthermore ZMO publishes the Orient Bulle-
tin biyearly (http://www.zmo.de/wirueberuns/bulletin.
html). The annual yearbook published by the GWZ 
reflects and documents the research activities (http://
www.zmo.de/wirueberuns/jahresberichte.html).

 Selection of ZMO Publications
 ZMO Studien
Vol. 28 ⁄⁄  K. Bromber: Imperiale Propaganda. Die ostafri­

kanische Militärpresse im Zweiten Weltkrieg (2009)
Vol. 29 ⁄⁄  I. Gershoni/G. Nordbruch: Sympathie und 

Schrecken. Begegnungen mit Faschismus und  
Nationalsozialismus in Ägypten, 1922–1937 (2011)

Vol. 30 ⁄⁄  R. v. Mende-Altaylı: Die Polygamiedebatte in 
der Spätphase des Osmanischen Reichs. Kontrover­
sen und Reformen (2013)

Vol. 31 ⁄⁄   B. Frede: Die Erneuerung der Tiǧānīya in 
Mauretanien. Popularisierung religiöser Ideen in der 
Kolonialzeit (2014) 

Vol. 32 ⁄⁄  S. Roche (ed.): Central Asian Intellectuals. 
Between Scholarship, Politics and Identity (2014)

Vol. 33 ⁄⁄   F. Krimsti: Die Unruhe von 1850 in Aleppo: 		
Gewalt im urbanen Raum (2014)

Vol. 34 ⁄⁄   K. Mlodoch: the Limits of Trauma Discourse. 
Women Anfal Survivors in Kurdistan-Iraq (2014)

Stocked and distributed by: 
Klaus Schwarz Verlag, Fidicinstr. 29, D-10965 Berlin, 
Tel: +49 (0)30  91682749, Fax: +49 (0)30 3225183, 
E-Mail: info@klaus-schwarz-verlag.com,  
Internet: http://www.klaus-schwarz-verlag.com
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 ZMO Staff
Vice Director: Dr Sonja Hegasy
Assistant to the Director: Nushin Atmaca
Public Relations Assistant: Regina Sarreiter
Office: Dr Silke Nagel
Library: Dr Thomas Ripper, Ursula Benzin
Publications: Svenja Becherer
Computing: Michael Schutz
Caretaker: Petra Engler
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Muslim Worlds – World of Islam?  
Concepts, Practices and Crises of 
the Global 
Central research programme; BMBF

Progress: Ideas, Practices, Materiality
	PD Dr Katrin Bromber: Progressive Citizen Bodies: 

Sports and Modernity in Ethiopia 1920–1974
	Dr Paolo Gaibazzi: Diamonds, Dollars and Dynasties. 

A West African Muslim Trade Diaspora in Angola’s 
Boom Economy 

	Dr Franziska Roy: Independent and Non-Aligned? 
South Asian Youth and Student Groups, Cultural 
Encounters and International Engagements beyond 
Cold War Blocs

	Dr Abdoulaye Sounaye: Everyday Religiosity and 
Islamic Sermons Among Musim Youth in Niger

	 Julian Tadesse: Accelerators of Progress? Entrepre­
neurship Training Programmes in Ethiopia 

The Politics of Resources
	Dr Jeanine Dağyeli: The Moral Eonomy of Land and 

Water in the Bukharan Emirate
	 Dr des Erdem Evren: Fluid Destinies of Çoruh: 

Techno-capitalist Development and the Politics of 
Temporality

	Dr Katharina Lange: Revaluations of Land as a Ma­
terial Resource in the Kurdistan Autonomous Region 
(North Iraq)

	Dr Ali Nobil Ahmad: Ideology and the Politics of 
Ecology in Pakistan’s Peripheries

	Patrick Schukalla: The Politics of Uranium in Tanzania 
– the Making of a Resource?

Trajectories of Lives and Knowledge
	Dr Heike Liebau: Missionaries, Scholars, Politicians 

and Journalists: Life Trajectories and World Views of 
the Brothers Kheiri

	PD Dr Norman Saadi Nikro: Edward Said: Intersect­
ing Pathways, Knowledge and Biographical Invento­
ries in a Geographical Register

	Dr M. Ali Raza: A Future in Question: Literary, Cul­
tural and Political debates in Pakistan 1947–1977

 	PD Dr Dietrich Reetz: Muslim »Globalities«: Another 
World? Global Interaction by Islamic Groups and 
Movements from South Asia with the Muslim World

	Dr des Nils Riecken: The Self, Time and the Political: 
Biographical Approaches to a Transregional History 
of Knowledge

 	Regina Sarreiter: The Epistemic Lives of an Ethnological 
Collection between South Africa, Germany and Tanzania

 Dr Samuli Schielke: Motivations and Consequences 
of Literary Writing in Alexandria after 2011

Cities as Laboratories of Change
	Dr André Chappatte: Exploring the City‘s Margins: 

Night Life in Two Small Towns of Muslim West Africa
	Prof Dr Ulrike Freitag: A Wall Marking the Border: 

Urban Jeddah and its Margins
 	Claudia Ghrawi: Damascus 1946–1963: From the Re­

invented City to the Populist Authoritarian State
	PD Dr Nora Lafi: The Ottoman and Post-Ottoman City 

as a Laboratory of Change: Urban Integration and Dis­
integration in the Margins of Aleppo, Cairo and Tunis 

	Fatemeh Masjedi: Tabriz between Imperial Violence 
and Socio-political Struggles during 1900-1920  

 	Annegret Roelcke: Religious Tourism in Eyüp. Con­
structions of an Islamic Place in Istanbul

Crossroads Asia
Competence network with the universities Bonn, FU/
HU Berlin, Cologne, Munich, Tübingen; BMBF  
directed at ZMO by PD Dr Dietrich Reetz
 Dr Antía Mato Bouzas: »Rebordering« in Kashmir: 

Negotiation of Spaces and Statehood in Contested 
Border Regions

Phantom Borders in Eastern Central 
Europe
Cooperation with Centre Marc Bloch Berlin, MLU 
Halle, HU Berlin; BMBF; directed at ZMO by Prof Dr 
Ulrike Freitag and PD Dr  Nora Lafi
	 Dr Florian Riedler: Mobility and Transport Infrastruc­

tures in Southeast Europe: From the Ottoman Orta 
Kol to the Pan-European Transport Corridor

Habitats and Habitus: Politics and  
Aesthetics of Religious World Making
directed by Prof Birgit Meyer (University of Utrecht), 
Anneliese Maier Research Award of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation

 	Hanna Nieber: Scripture Practices on Zanzibar
 	Murtala Ibrahim: Sensation, Sight  and Sound of 
	 Nigerian Movements

Cultural Exchange in a Time of Global  
Conflict: Colonials, Neutrals and  
Belligerents during the First World War
Cooperation with King‘s College, Utrecht University, 
Adam Mickiewicz University; HERA 
directed at ZMO by Dr Heike Liebau
 	Larissa Schmid: Cultural Encounters with and 		

among »Colonial« POWs during the First World War 

Spaces of Participation: Topographies of 
Political and Social Change in Morocco, 
Egypt and Palestine
Cooperation between ZMO, University Mohamed V, 
Rabat, Cairo University, Birzeit University; 
VolkswagenStiftung
coordination at ZMO: Dr Sarah Jurkiewicz

Modern India in German Archives, 
1706-1989 (MIDA)
Cooperation with University of Göttingen (Prof Ravi 
Ahuja), Humboldt University Berlin (Prof Michael 
Mann); DFG 
directed at ZMO by Dr Heike Liebau

 	Dr Anandita Bajpai: Materialising Visibility, Prepa­
ring Recognition:The »Cultural« Politics of GDR-
India Relations, 1952-1972

Transforming Memories: Cultural  
Production and Personal/Public Memory
	 Dr Sonja Hegasy: Media and Historiography in the 

Aftermath of the Moroccan Equity and Reconciliation 
Commission

Domestic Servants in Colonial South Asia
Cooperation with re:work, HU Berlin; ERC
PI: Dr. Nitin Sinha
 	Dr. Nitin Sinha:  Domestic Labour in Colonial India

Associated
Europe in the Middle East – The Middle East 
in Europe (EUME)
(Forum Transregionale Studien); directed by Prof Dr 
Ulrike Freitag, PD Dr Nora Lafi
	Prof. Max Weiss, Princeton University: The Hallowed 

Sanctuary: An Interpretive History of Modern Syria
	Prof. Erol Ülker, Istanbul Kemerburgaz Universität:  

Allied Occupation, National Resistance, and Turkifi­
cation in Istanbul, 1918-1923

Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung
	Dr Izabela Orlowska, Adis Ababa University: Illusions 

of Change? A Cultural History of Progress in Ethiopia
 Dr. Steven Serels, Harvard University: Food Insecurity 

and the Making of the African Red Sea World, 1818-1977

Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and 
Societies (BGSMCS)
	Feras Krimsti: From the Province to the Centre: Trans­

local Perspectives and Representations of Istanbul in 
Arabic Travelogues of the 17th and 18th Centuries

	Dr Sanaa Alimia, POINT Fellow: Contesting Modernity 
in Urban Pakistan: Street Politics, Moral Lives and 
Transnationalism

Fritz Thyssen Foundation
  Dr Rami Zeedan: The Arab Minority in Israel: The 

Crisis of Local Municipalities

VolkswagenStiftung »Knowlege of Tomorrow« 
Postdoctoral Fellowships in the Humanities in 
Sub Saharan Africa and North Africa
	Dr Britta Frede, FU Berlin: Transforming Concepts of 

Knowledge: Muslim Female Learning Circles in con­
temporary Urban Africa


