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Summary 

In the wake of 11 September and in the present environment of global crisis and insecurity, there has been much talk of the emergence of 'progressive Islam' as a bridge between the West and the Muslim world. Progressive Islam has been presented as both the proof of the failure of political Islamism worldwide as well as the latest stage in the evolution of normative Islam in the postmodern world today. It has received both praise and condemnation by Muslims and non-Muslims alike, and critical assessments of the progressive Islamic project have been offered on a number of registers: political, discursive, religious/theological.

The subject of this talk/paper is to assess the challenges and prospects of progressive Islam in one part of the world that has been most closely associated with it: Southeast Asia. Its approach will be based on a close reading of the discourse and an examination of the political economy of progressive Islamism itself.

Drawing from examples taken from the cases of Malaysia and Indonesia, we would like to ascertain the viability of this project and to question some of its fundamental premises. What are the political, cultural, historical, economic and theological factors that shape the form and content of this discourse and guide its workings? Can there be such a thing as 'progressive Islam' in the difficult times we live in? What are the challenges and prospects of this latest wave of Islamist thought? These are some of the questions that will be addressed in the course of this presentation.
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