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Annual Theme: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on 
Urban Marginality in Africa, the Middle East and Asia

Chaired by Prof Ulrike Freitag and Dr Nora Lafi

Monday, May 11th, 2015, 5 pm

Markets and Marginality in Beirut

Lecture by Franck Mermier (CNRS-EHESS Paris)

This paper will focus on two spaces of social marginality in Beirut: 
the Friday Market in Sin Al-Fil and the Sabra market in the Pal-
estinian camp of Sabra-Chatila. It will analyze the issue of socio-
ethnic stigmatization in relation to the social composition of the 
sellers and buyers, and how this stigmatization is reflected in the 
media. It will also deal with the roles of these markets as gates 
of the city and as places of consumption for a population on the 
urban fringe.

Franck Mermier is an anthropologist, director of research at the 
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (Institut Interdisci-
plinaire d’Anthropologie du Contemporain, EHESS-CNRS, Paris). 
He obtained his Ph. D. in Anthropology in 1988 (Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris) and a HDR Accreditation to su-
pervise research in 2010. He was the Director of the French Cent-
er for Yemeni Studies in Sana’a from 1991 to 1997. From 2005 to 
2009, he held the post of Director for Contemporary Studies at the 
French Institute for the Near East (Beirut). He published in 2015 
the book Récit de villes: d’Aden à Beyrouth and in 2010 Mondes 
et places du marché en Méditerranée. Formes sociales et spatiales 
de l’échange (co-edited with Michel Peraldi), Paris, Karthala/CJB/
IFPO, as well as Mémoires de guerres au Liban (1975-1990) (co-
edited with Christophe Varin), Arles, Actes Sud.


