
Lecture Series

Why Do Elections Matter? 
Analyzing the 2019 Elections in Indonesia, India, Tunisia and Turkey

This series is moderated and organised by Dr.  Saskia 

Schäfer as part of the Research Project “Secularity, 

 Islam, and Democracy in Indonesia and Turkey” funded 

by the VolkswagenStiftung at Humboldt-Uni versität 

zu Berlin. For questions, please contact the organiser 

at: Saskia.schaefer@hu-berlin.de

Time and Venue:  The lectures will be held on Mondays, 

6.15 pm at the Institute for Asian and African Studies, 

 Invalidenstraße 118, 10115 Berlin, Room 117.

The series is co-sponsored by 

Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient

In this lecture series, country specialists analyse this year’s elections in Indonesia, India, Tunisia, and Turkey. With 
a special focus on religion and on populism, scholars of different disciplines discuss the various competing actors 
and the circumstances of the elections. How do this year‘s elections relate to these countries‘ trajectories, and 
what do they tell us about the state of democracy worldwide?

29 April 2019
Dr. Gülay Türkmen (University of Göttingen): The Local Elections in Turkey. 
Discussant: Dr. Ergün Özgür (ZMO)

20 May 2019
Eva Schmidt (FU): Ahead of the Parliamentary and Presidential Elections in Tunisia. 
Discussant: PD Dr. Nora Lafi  (ZMO)

27 May 2019
Dr. Luthfi  Assyaukanie (Paramadina University, Jakarta) and Dr. Saskia Schäfer (HU):
General Elections in Indonesia. 
Discussants: Prof. Dr. Claudia Derichs (HU) and Prof. Dr. Vincent Houben (HU)

3 June 2019
Dr. Anandita Bajpai (ZMO/HU Berlin): General Election in India.
Discussant: Prof. Dr. Nadja-Christina Schneider (HU)


