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Many scholars note that major dimensions of contemporary societal organization have been transformed and that global modernity/post-modernity is a new mode of societal structuring – in other words, the “end of civilization.” However, confusion arises because many people identify modernity with “Western Civilization,” rather than recognizing that Western Civilization was probably the first old-style civilization to be destroyed by modernity. Modernity/post-modernity is not simply another mode of civilization. It is the post-civilization format for globalized human society. Within this framework, “modernity” is conceptually analogous to “civilization,” in that it is both a generic category and can have particular, distinctive modes. “Civilization” and “modernity” are general modes of human societal organization and each have particular manifestations in world history.
In contemporary global relations, this approach transforms many of the standard debates. In the age following the “end of civilization,” it is misleading to talk about the “clash of civilizations” (or even the “dialogue of civilizations”). It is probably more useful to think in terms of conflicting modes of modernity/post-modernity. The major struggles involve different efforts to reconfigure the great cultural repertoires that previously shaped civilization-societies and non-civilization societies in earlier eras. In such a world, one of the critical features is the rise of violent fundamentalisms and the demands created by globalized particularisms and diversity. In terms of human organization, the great challenge of the end of civilization is the creation of new global modes of human societal organization built on inclusive pluralism rather than exclusive particularism.
***
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