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Venue:
Conference Hall
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Participants are asked to
register at the following
address:

Dr. Nora Lafi
nora.lafi@rz.hu-berlin.de
Phone: (+49) (0) 30 80307- 0

The seminar is part of the 
activities of the Zentrum Moderner 
Orient (ZMO) and of ‘Cities 
Compared: Cosmopolitanism in 
the Mediterranean and Adjacent 
Regions’, a research field within 
‘Europe in the Middle East – The 
Middle East in Europe’ (EUME), a 
research program of the Berlin-
Brandenburgische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, the Fritz 
Thyssen Stiftung, and the 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin.

For more information please visit:
http://www.zmo.de
http://www.eume-berlin.de
http://www.h-net.org/mediter/

Invitation ZMO-EUME-Colloquium

Ottoman Urban Studies Seminar
Chaired by Prof. Ulrike Freitag and Dr. Nora Lafi
Annual Theme 2009 -2010: Post-Ottoman Cities

Monday, June 14 2010, 5 pm

Changing Identities  
in Post-Ottoman Salonica

Lecture by Prof Katherine Fleming

Presentation of the Seminar
What is the historical experience of cities in the former territories of 
the Ottoman Empire - in the Balkans, Anatolia, the Middle East, and 
North Africa - in dealing with the impact of global changes and the 
transformation from Empire to nation States? How did people of differ-
ent cultural, social and religious backgrounds live together? How are 
such examples of conviviality, conflict, migration, and urban regimes 
of governance and stratification conceptualized? And how have urban 
traditions been reinterpreted, and what bearing does this have on mod-
ern conceptions of civil society, multicultural societies, migration,or 
cosmopolitanism. These and  other questions will be addressed in this 
year’s Seminar in Ottoman Urban Studies.
This seminar is supported with funds of the Fritz Thyssen Stiftung.

On the 26th of October, 1912, the Ottoman Commander signed 
a protocol surrendering Salonika (Selanik) to the advancing 
Greek army.  The decade that followed was one of unprecedent-
ed change and upheaval for the city’s residents.  The Great Fire 
of 1917 (which destroyed huge swaths of the city), World War I, 
and the population “exchanges” of 1923 were among the many 
events that literally and figuratively redrew the map of the city. 
This paper will discuss the extent to which the “changed identi-
ties” of post-Ottoman Salonica were the direct product of the 
end of Ottoman rule, as opposed to other historical processes.  
The paper will also consider the peculiar ways in which the city’s 
residents framed themselves as at one and the same time na-
tional citizens and imperial subjects in the years after the Bal-
kan Wars and indeed after the end of the Ottoman period.

Katherine Fleming is Alexander S. Onassis Professor of Hel-
lenic Culture and Civilization and Professor of History in the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Science at New York University, and an associ-
ate member of the history department of the Ecole Normale 
Superieure, Paris, where she directs the Institut Remarque. A 
specialist on modern Greece, the Balkans, and the Mediterra-
nean, Fleming is most recently author of Greece: a Jewish His-
tory (Princeton, 2008).  She holds a doctorate in history from 
the University of California, Berkeley and an M.A. (Chicago) and 
B.A. (Barnard/Columbia) in comparative religion.


