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Research Area 3
Trajectories of Life and Knowledge
Head of Research Area: Dr. Heike Liebau

DR. HEIKE LIEBAU, Missionaries, Scholars, Politicians and Journalists: Life 
Trajectories and World Views of the Brothers Kheiri

DR. ANANDITA BAJPAI, Materialising Visibility, Preparing Recognition: 
The 'Cultural' Politics of GDR – India Relations, 1952-1972 (MIDA, DFG) 

THIAGO PINTO BARBOSA, 'Race' and Science between Berlin and 
India: the Circulation and Transformation of Racialized Knowledge by 
Anthropologist Irawati Karvé

DR. ANTÍA MATO BOUZAS, Emerging Transnational Spaces: Migration and 
Development Networks  between North-Eastern Pakistan and the Gulf 
(DFG)

PD DR. NORMAN SAADI NIKRO, Edward Said: Intersecting Pathways, 
Knowledge and Biographical Inventories in a Geographical Register

DR ERGÜN ÖZGÜR, The Impact of Multicultural Policy Implementations and 
Acculturation Strategies on the Adaptation of Muslim and non-Muslim 
Immigrants from Turkey (ZMO Scholarship)

TIKA RAMADHINI, Jawah Women on the Move: Forming a Network of 
Knowledge from the Hedjaz Connection in the Late Nineteenth – Early 
Twentieth Century

DR. M. ALI RAZA, A Future in Question: Literary, Cultural and Political 
Debates in Pakistan 1947-1977

PD DR. DIETRICH REETZ, Muslim Networks from South Asia – Another World? 
World-making of Islamic Groups and Movements from South Asia

DR. DES. NILS RIECKEN, Arab Actors from a Global Historical and Epistemic 
Perspective: Shared Histories of Modernity and Islam

REGINA SARREITER, The Epistemic Lives of an Ethnological Collection between 
South Africa, Germany and Tanzania

DR. SAMULI SCHIELKE,  Motivations and Consequences of Literary Writing 
in Alexandria after 2011 (Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and 
Societies, DFG)

DR. NITIN SINHA, Domestic Servants in Early Colonial India (ERC)

STEFAN TETZLAFF, To Help is to Benefi t? European Technical Aid and 
‚Modernizing‘ Approaches to India‘s Industrial Sector, c 1945-1973

Research Area 4
Cities as Laboratories of Change
Head of Research Area: Dr. André Chappatte
 
PROF. DR. ULRIKE FREITAG, The Urban History of Jeddah, ca. 1850-1947

DR. DES. SUAAD AL-GHAFAL, Public Space for Peace and Contention: Maydān 
al-Shuhadā ̉(Martyrs‘ Square) Shaping Political and Social Spheres of the 
City of Tripoli, Libya (Spaces of Participation, Volkswagen Foundation)

DR. SANAA ALIMIA, Contesting Modernity in Urban Pakistan: Street Politics, 
Moral Lives and Transnationalism

DR. ANDRÉ CHAPPATTE, Odienné by Night

CLAUDIA GHRAWI, Damascus 1946-1963: From the Reinvented City to the 
Populist Authoritarian State

DR. SARAH JURKIEWICZ, Space-making Practices and Urban Participation in 
Kuwait (Spaces of Participation, Volkswagen Foundation)

PD DR. NORA LAFI, The Ottoman and Post-Ottoman City as a Laboratory of 
Change: Urban Integration and Disintegration in the Margins of Aleppo, 
Cairo and Tunis 

DR. NAZAN MAKSUDYAN, Ottoman Children and Youth in the First World War 
(ZMO Scholarship)

ANNEGRET ROELCKE, Religious Tourism in Eyüp. Constructions of an Islamic 
Place in Istanbul

DR. FATIMA TOFIGHI, A Cultural History of the Body in the Work of Modern 
Iranian Intellectuals 1960-1980 (EUME)

DR. İLKAY YILMAZ, From a Classical Empire to the State of Security: 
Administering through securitization of Cities in Eastern Anatolia from 
the Late Ottoman Empire to the Turkish Republic (ZMO Scholarship)

DR. HILAL ALKAN ZEYBEK, The Dyad of Care and Discipline: Aiding Syrian 
Migrants in Turkey and Germany (ZMO Scholarship)
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Research Area 1
Progress: Ideas, Actors and Symbols
Head of Research Area: PD Dr. Katrin Bromber

PD DR. KATRIN BROMBER, Progressive Citizen Bodies: Sports and Modernity 
in Ethiopia, 1920-1974

DR. PAOLO GAIBAZZI, Diamonds, Dollars and Dynasties. A West African 
Muslim Trade Diaspora in Angola’s Boom Economy 

DR. SOPHIA HOFFMANN, Learning Intelligence: The Exchange of Secret Service 
Knowledge between Germany and the Arab Middle East 1960-2010 
(Volkswagen Foundation 'Freigeist')

KYARA KLAUSMANN, A Global History of Political Thought at Kabul University, 
1964-1992

DR. DANIEL MAINS, Technologies of Development: Infrastructure and Gov-
ernance in Urban Ethiopia (Alexander von Humboldt Foundation)

DR. IZABELA ORLOWSKA, Illusions of Change? A Cultural History of Progress in 
Ethiopia (Alexander von Humboldt Foundation)

DR. FRANZISKA ROY, Independent and Non-Aligned? South Asian Youth and 
Student Groups, Cultural Encounters and International Engagements 
beyond Cold War Blocs

DR. ABDOULAYE SOUNAYE, Islam, Youth Religiosities and Sermon Practices 
in Niamey, Niger 

DR. RANA VON MENDE-ALTAYLI, Gender Roles and their outer Appearance in 
Courtesy and Etiquette Books of the late Ottoman Period and the Early 
Turkish Republic (DFG)

Affi liated:

DR. JAKOB KRAIS, Sport and Modernity in Colonial Algeria, 1910-1962
(Freie Universität Berlin, Gerda Henkel Foundation)

Research Area 2
The Politics of Resources
Head of Research Area: Dr. Katharina Lange

DR. KATHARINA LANGE, (Re)valuations of Land in the Kurdistan Region, Iraq

DR. ALI NOBIL AHMAD, Ideology and the Politics of Ecology in Pakistan’s 
Peripheries

DR. JEANINE DAĞYELI, The Moral Economy of Land and Water in the Bukharan 
Emirate

DR. ERDEM EVREN, Bulldozer Capitalism: Dispossession and Agency along 
the Coruh River, Turkey

DR. JUDITH SCHEELE, Circulation and Containment: Region Formation in 
the Sahara (Alexander von Humboldt Foundation)

PATRICK SCHUKALLA, The Politics of Uranium in Tanzania – the Making of a 
Resource?

JOSEPH DÉSIRÉ SOM I, Rural Youth Employment and Agricultural Dynamics 
in Africa: Mobilities, Politicization and Radicalization

Affi liated:

SCHLUWA SAMA, Economic Restructuring in Iraqi Kurdistan and its 
Effects on People's Everyday Life (University of Exeter)

JULIANE SCHUMACHER, Global Climate, Local Forest. Nature, Knowledge 
and the Restructuring of Rural Environment through Climate Projects 
in the Southern Mediterranean (University of Potsdam, German 
Academic Scholarship Foundation)
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