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Urban Studies Seminar 
2015 - 2016

Twice a month,
Mondays 5 pm - 7 pm

Venue:
Conference Hall
Zentrum Moderner Orient
Kirchweg 33
14129 Berlin-Nikolassee

Please register  
at the following address:
Dr. Nora Lafi
nora.lafi@zmo.de
Phone: (+49) (0) 30 80307- 0

Annual Theme: Refugees in the City

Chaired by Prof Ulrike Freitag and Dr Nora Lafi
Monday, March 7th, 2016, 5 pm

Refugees from al-Andalus and the urban 
evolution of the lower Medjerda valley 
in the 17th and 18th centuries

Lecture by Dr. Beya Abidi (ISHTC/LAAM, Tunis)

This presentation deals with the second wave settlement of Andalusian 

refugees in the lower Medjerda valley near Tunis. Three main points 

will be addressed and discussed: (1) The context of exile and logics of 

the settlement of these refugees, (2) the origins of Andalusian towns in 

North Africa, their archaeological history and the concept of an Anda-

lusian town in this context as well as (3) the influence of these refugee 

settlements on the local architecture and society. In the framework 

of these points different types of settlements as also the interaction 

between the Andalusian refugees and local urban socities, including 

urban institutions, guilds, other professional or confessional organisa-

tions, social networks and family or kin networks, will be examined.

Dr. Beya Abidi is Assistant Professor in Early Modern and Modern His-

tory with Manouba University in Tunis (Institut Supérieur d’Histoire 

de la Tunisie Contemporaine/Laboratoire Archéologie et Architecture 

Maghrébines - ISHTC/LAAM). She recently published a study on beyli-

cal palaces in Tunis and Carthage.


