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Monday, 17 June 2019, 5 pm

“"Conquering New Territories for Jesus”:

Displacement and Place-Making of Christian

Migrants in Moroccan Cities

Lecture by Johara Berriane (Centre Marc Bloch, Berlin)

Since the end of the 1990s, Morocco has become a host country
for African migrants from different origins, with different migration
motivations and projects. The presence of these migrants contributed,
among other things, to the pluralisation of the local religious landscape
and the foundation of charismatic house-churches in various working-
class districts of the main Moroccan cities. Focusing on a case study
conducted in charismatic house-churches in Rabat and Casablanca, this
presentation will discuss how these religious spaces - which are not
only locally embedded but also connected with transnational religious
territories - participate in the everyday life and migration projects of
Christian migrants. It will especially focus on the strategies of presence
making and local participation of these Christian communities in mainly

Muslim urban settings.

Johara Berriane is a research fellow at Centre Marc Bloch in Berlin.
Her main research interests are the nexus of mobility and religion and
the production of religious spaces in African cities. She holds a PhD from
the Freie Universitat Berlin and has been working as a research fellow
in Oxford, Rabat and Dakar. In her current research, she investigates
the role of religious actors in the governance of intra-African migrations
(Morocco, Senegal and Ivory Coast). She is the author of Ahmad al-
Tijani de Fés: un sanctuaire soufi aux connexions transnationales, Paris,

L'Harmattan, 2016.
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